Memoir Journal Project
Carefully read the following information.  
You are responsible for the information and criteria presented below.
One of the requirements of the memoir unit is to read a full length published memoir.  During the course of reading your memoir, you will be completing several pieces of reader response type writings as outlined below.  All of the final pieces should be typed in 12 point font and double spaced.   Each page should have a heading that includes the title of the requirement centered at the top of each page.  See each specific requirement for additional criteria.  There is no need for clip art or pictures beyond the cover.
There will be periodic due dates for rough draft pieces of this project.
Your final project will be graded according to the criteria below and the attached rubric.  
THINK AHEAD!  
This project will be due in class on: _________________________

There is no opportunity to redo this assignment. There will also be no time to turn it in late.
Do not wait until the last minute to complete this, and please do not ask me to print during class time.
SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS:
· Class share (1)

Choose an excerpt from your memoir (1/2 page to a full page of text from the book).  Cite the page from which the excerpt originated and write a one page, double spaced explanation of why you chose this excerpt.  What was memorable about it? (Interesting story? Detailed writing? Connection to characters? Etc.)You will also be required to share this excerpt and explanation with the class.
· Letter to author (1)

Write a letter to the author in which you express your feelings about the author’s experience. Respond specifically to the author’s experience. Do not simply summarize the plot. Be aware of your audience (the author him/herself) and include the appropriate tone for this type of letter.
· Personal connection (2)

Write about two specific connections that you have to the memoir (for example, a similar experience).  Be sure to cite the page number.  Each of your personal connections should be one page in length.
· Reader response (3)

Write three one-page responses to the reading throughout the book.  This is NOT a plot summary but your personal reaction to the story as told by the author.  Focus on what you think, how it impacted you, or what you might have done had you been in the author’s shoes. (I can’t believe…, I think…, I wonder…, I’m impressed by…, etc).
· Book Review Response (1)

After finishing the memoir, react to what you have read as a whole.  Write a book review and explain if you liked the memoir and why, what you learned, and how it impacted you personally.  Include a brief summary of the entire book. Who would you recommend it to and why?
JOURNAL SET UP:
· See last page for rubric.  PLEASE HAND IN RUBRIC WITH YOUR COMPLETED PROJECT!
· Bound together in the following order.
· Cover:  Must include your name, date, and title.  Also include the title and author of the memoir. May include a drawing, clip art, etc.
· Table of contents:  Page numbers and titles for each requirement (see sample below).
· Pages:  Titled and numbered (see sample below).  Writing should be double spaced.
· Sample pages:



Memoir Journal Project Rubric

Name:  ___________________________________    Period: _________________

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Meaning
	Thoroughly & thoughtfully completes each requirement

Insightful connections  
	Thoroughly completes each requirement

Clear and well-thought connections
	Vaguely completes each requirement

Superficial connections
	Refers to requirements, but does not complete as stated

No connections

	Development
	Develops ideas fully and clearly using a wide range of specific evidence


	Some ideas more developed than others
	Briefly developed ideas

Mostly plot summary
	Mostly undeveloped ideas

Ideas are vague, irrelevant or repetitive



	Language
	Uses of original, descriptive language that shows awareness of the audience


	Some awareness of audience & purpose
	Basic vocabulary; little awareness of audience or purpose
	Imprecise or unsuitable language for the given task

	Conventions
	Demonstrate complete control of grammar & mechanics; essentially no errors


	Demonstrate partial control of grammar & mechanics; occasional errors do not hinder comprehension


	Demonstrate emerging  control of grammar & mechanics; errors may hinder comprehension
	Demonstrate lack of control; frequent errors make comprehension difficult


· Cover page, table of contents, page numbers, organized =  5 points
· Rough draft / Peer Edit participation =  5 points
· Class share (1)
· Class Share  =  10 points
· Written Portion  =  10 points
· Letter to author (1)  =  10 points
· Personal connection (2)  =  10 points each (20 points total)
· Reader response(3)  =  10 points each (30 points total)
· Book Review Response (1)  =  10 points
Total Points:  ________________ / 100
Comments:

Choosing a Memoir 
Here are just a few titles of great memoirs I have in my class library. Feel free to read one of these books or do your own online/library search for a memoir that interests you.

Remember, memoirs are autobiographical and usually focus on a topic or key component of the person’s experience rather than just being an overview of their entire life.

Note: Students are responsible to choosing a memoir that covers topics they are comfortable reading about. Many memoirs discuss mature trials dealing with subjects such as: drugs, abuse, sexuality, etc. Be sure you and your parents are comfortable with your book choice before you start reading. 
Breaking Night: a memoir of forgiveness, survival, and my journey from homeless to Harvard  by Liz Murray
The Glass Castle  by Jeannette Walls

A Child Called “It”: one child’s courage to survive  by Dave Pelzer

The Boy on the Wooden Box: How the possible because possible…on Schindler’s list  by Leon Leyson

Night  by Elie Wiesel
The Hiding Place  by Corrie Ten Boom

The Year We Disappeared: a father-daughter memoir   by Cylin Busby and John Busby

A Long Way Gone: memoirs of a boy soldier  by Ishmael Beach

Laughing at my Nightmare  by Shane Burcaw

Popular: how a geek in pearls discovered the secret to confidence  by Maya VanWagenen

We Should Hang Out Sometime: embarrassingly, a true story  by Josh Sundquist

*I found many of these books by writing “memoirs for teens” in a Google search. 
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Letter to the Author





Dear  Ms. Karr, 


	I write to thank you for sharing your life experience with readers.  Having read your memoir, The Liar’s Club, I can more readily appreciate my own childhood and family.  


	I felt that the style you used, the piecing together of facts, helped readers to under-       stand how you yourself had to piece your childhood together. 
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Class Share


Excerpt from pages 5 & 6





          This excerpt is important to the novel….


	This impacted me ….I liked how the author described….
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